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It may be the “little” theatre, but there’s some “big” talent in this production.  The Music and Lyrics by Irving Berlin are legendary, and the Book by Herbert and Dorothy Fields has been popular for over 60 years.

This LTOS production, Directed by Jill Higgins, features star performances from Fred Yaitanes (Frank Butler) and Jamie Poskitt (Annie Oakley). Yaitanes, a well-known realtor in Stoughton, has appeared in numerous productions, including a turn as Otto Frank in “Diary of Anne Frank” that garnered him an EMACT Award for Outstanding Achievement in Acting.  Yaitanes, in leather chaps, scores belting out “I’m a Bad, Bad Man” and “The Girl That I Marry”, while earnestly delivering his lines in the role of Butler.   Poskitt, a Bridgewater State College Theatre Arts graduate, played the role of Oakley to perfection. Whether delivering the earlier uneducated “hick”, or the later attempts at sophistication, Poskitt was believable. I particularly liked her renditions of “I Got Lost in His Arms”, and “Anything You Can Do (I can Do Better.”  Poskitt has been seen onscreen in the films “My Best Friend’s Girl”, “Paul Blart: Mall Cop”, and on the Showtime TV Series, “The Brotherhood.”
Jan Jones scored as Technical Director and Set Designer, particularly the clever “train”, which goes down the stars, and onto the stage. Danielle Clougher, a pianist, is the musical director, and led the “pit band”, including drummer Michael Plunkett, Amanda Corvini and Grace-Mary Burega on Clarinet and Flute.  Choreography by Kellie McGrath was also well done,

There were some show-stealing performances delivered on stage.  Judith Wahl, as Dolly Tate, has much stage presence, and 7 year-old Samir “Sam” Bouchaiba, as Little Jake, was noticeable every time he was on stage.

Evan Sneider, the “conductor” on the train, recently starred in the film ‘Girlfriend”, which also featured Amanda Plummer.  Christine Wahl, a 7th grader at O’Donnell Middle School, did a nice job in the ensemble and as Mrs. Potter-Porter.  W. “Ian” Blanton (Buffalo Bill) and Rick Johnson (Charlie Davenport) both did well in major roles.   

Jonathan Dickerman, a Sharon 5th grader, handled a number of roles well, while Audrey DeSzendeffy (Nellie), a Sharon 4th grader, and Shauna Millican (Chief Sitting Bull) worked their roles well.   Millican is a graduating South School 5th grade student, heading to O’Donnell Middle School. 

Courtney LaFrance, a freshman at Southeastern Regional, played two major roles well, that of Mrs. Wilson and Pawnee Bill.

Dante Evans did an excellent job as Chief Wildhorse. Evans, 13, is a multiple-medal winner in the Special Olympics. Madison Peck (Minnie) did a nice job. The 3rd grader at Hansen Elementary School, has been acting for five years.

Rosemary Amadeo, Pam Dykeman, Kristen Kenwood, Lillian Monreal, Dilce Oliveira, Julia Bornstein, Isabel Johnson (who had the chance to share the stage with her father, Rick), Dilce Oliveira (an 8 year old purple belt in Karate) and Diane Vernaglia also were featured, and delivered the goods!
The play continues through June 28th.  Adults are $15, and Students and Seniors are $10.  Tickets can be purchased at Bob’s Food Store, Page’s Groceries, and the Striar Old Colony YMCA , or visit www.littletheatreofstoughton.org. 
